
Initial Presentation of Distal Radius Presents to 
Children's Mercy ED & Urgent Care Center (UCC)

X-ray Wrist and Forearm

Velcro Splint
- 2-4 weeks

f/u with Primary Care 
Physician (PCP) PRN

Cast/Splint Application
- Long arm cast
- Sugar tong splint

f/u Fracture Clinic 
within 7 days 

- Sedation by ED
- Consider Hematoma Block
- Immobilization by Orthopedic Surgery

Consult Orthopedic Surgery 
for Closed Reduction

Provisional splint application
transfer to Adele Hall/CMK ED

Displaced?

No

Patient at UCC? 

Yes

Excluded Patients?

- Closed growth physes
- Intra-articular fractures
- Open fractures

Yes Off Guideline

No

No

Surgical 
Indication? 

Yes Surgery

No

Buckle Fracture 
of the Distal Radius

Salter-Harris Type 2 
Distal Radius Fracture

Complete Distal 
Radius Fracture

Distal Radius Fracture 
Follow-up Schedule

Abbreviat ions/Acronym s used in 
docum ent  (laborat ory, radiology 
st udies excluded): 
CMK: Children's Mercy Kansas
ED: Emergency Department
PCP: Primary Care Physician
UCC: Urgent Care Center 

Confirmed 
fracture?

Yes

No Off Guideline

Consult Orthopedic Surgery: 
1) Contacting on-call team  
2) Place order in power chart

Yes

Dist al Radius Fract ure 

Cont act : EvidenceBasedPract ice @cm h.edu Last  Updat ed: 2.2023

For  addit ional inform at ion, Link  t o t he Synopsis

This care process model/clinical practice guideline is meant as a guide for the healthcare provider, does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment 
which should be applied based upon the individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient.

https://www.childrensmercy.org/siteassets/media-documents-for-depts-section/documents-for-health-care-providers/evidence-based-practice/clinical-practice-guidelines--care-process-models/buckle-fracture.pdf
https://www.childrensmercy.org/siteassets/media-documents-for-depts-section/documents-for-health-care-providers/evidence-based-practice/clinical-practice-guidelines--care-process-models/radial-physeal-fracture-salter-harris-2.pdf
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